Comparison of percutaneous endoscopic gastrostomy with surgical gastrostomy at a community hospital.
The results of percutaneous endoscopic gastrostomies in 100 patients in a community hospital were compared with those of surgically placed gastrostomies in 50 patients. The morbidity rate for the percutaneous endoscopic gastrostomy group was 4%, compared with 30% for the patients with surgically placed gastrostomies. The procedure-related mortality for percutaneous endoscopic gastrostomy was 1%, compared with 16% for surgically placed gastrostomies. Patients admitted to the hospital for percutaneous endoscopic gastrostomy stayed an average of 4 days compared with 10 days for the surgical patients; 14 patients had the percutaneous endoscopic gastrostomy performed as an outpatient procedure. There were no complications in this group, suggesting that percutaneous endoscopic gastrostomy can be safely performed as an outpatient. In this community hospital, percutaneous endoscopic gastrostomy was both substantially safer and far less expensive than surgically placed gastrostomy.